This Hidden Paradise in Japan can be your Pristine Island Getaway
Untouched by flocking tourism, the whole island of Aogashima in the Izu archipelago is a volcanic crater that is host to a smaller volcano within. Read on to know more about naturally blessed volcanic island away from the maddening crowd. By Ritika Dixit

Aogashima is a stunning volcanic island around 358 km south of Tokyo, Japan. The island is one of the most hidden islands in the Izu archipelago, a group of islands stretching south from the Izu Peninsula of Japan. The whole island is nothing but a volcanic crater, with a smaller volcano within the crater. Even though the volcano has been geologically calm since the 1780s, living near an active volcano which is inside another larger volcano, built from the remnants of previously destroyed volcanoes, might seem a bit daunting. Yet, Aogashima is the perfect retreat for the adrenaline junkies as well as the solitude seekers looking to explore the unexplored.

Believed to have formed by overlapping residues of minimum four submarine calderas, a volcanic feature formed by the collapse of a volcano into itself. The island has rims of the inner and outer crater, called Ikenosawa and Maruyama, respectively. 

One can trail up to Ikenosawa and relish in the beautiful views of the clear night sky. The Fureai Community Spa, a natural geothermal hot bath, is a popular tourist attraction on the island. The free public cooking facilities powered by geothermal power and gas popular for cooking an appetizing meal of fresh fish, vegetables, potatoes and eggs. A one-to-two night stay is recommended as this is usually enough to discover most of this volcanic island.

Home to around 200 people, Aogashima is still sheltered from the grips of overtourism and the reason behind it could be the tricky business it takes to reach the island. From Tokyo, one can reach Hachijojima by air or boat as it is the closest airport to Aogashima Island. A three hours-long boat ride from Hachijojima will land you on the volcanic island of Hachijojima. Helicopter services from Hachijojima take nearly 20 minutes to reach Aogashima.
Tranquil and scenic, the Aogashima volcanic island can be your perfect escape from the hectic city life.

 
